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iigion, they would be able nevertheless to put to death a large
number of important Protestants.

From the prisoners, under torture, the Guises learnt (if
they did not know it before) that there had never been any
danger to the King, and that the whole plot was aimed at
themselves alone; and their vengeance, inspired, not only by
the desire of the triumph of their party, but also by fears for
their own safety, was cruel and vindictive. Every Protestant
throughout the country round upon whom their soldiers could
lay hands was summarily hanged, drowned in the Loire, or
brought to the castle to be beheaded. These massacres of
their opponents went on for a month; every part of the walls
of the castle was disfigured by heads of the slain; and the
Guises, in order to implicate the members of the court in
their proceedings, forced them whenever they could to wit-
ness these executions, even the Prince of Conde being com-
pelled by them to do so. Finally, in order to strike terror into
all who might think of engaging in such plots against their
power in future, as well as to assist in giving the desired
appearance of a condemnation for treason against the King,
the Guises arranged a public execution of the fifty-seven
principal prisoners, and made it as impressive as possible.
They directed that the execution (fixed for the 3oth March)
should be carried out in the presence of the whole court, and
issued notices throughout the surrounding country, proclaim-
ing the execution and ordering all to be present at it. In
obedience to this order the people came in crowds, and occu-
pied hill-tops, roofs of houses, and every point from which
the scaffold was visible; while for the members of the court
the Guises ananged seats in tiers round the open space,
as if for a fete. When the whole court, with the young
King and Queen and their attendants, the Queen Mother
and her ladies, and the Princes of the Blood, including
the Prince of Cond6 himself, had taken their places, the
Duke of Guise placed himself close to the scaffold on horse-
back, and one by one the fifty-seven gentlemen condemned